
Fire Sprinklers Featured In 
Habitat For Humanity Homes 

On Syndicated Television Show 

For the second time in as many months, Tyco Fire Products has 
been featured in a residential fire sprinkler video. 
Residential Fire Sprinklers have been featured on the nationally 
syndicated television series “Michael Holigan’s Your New Home”.  
Shown on the Discovery Channel during the month of December, 
the program focused on the construction of two new “Habitat for 
Humanity” homes that were constructed in Plano, Texas. 
 
Through the generosity and efforts of Tyco Fire Products and Ur-
ban Fire Protection of Dallas, Texas, the products and installations 
were made available to the producers of the show.  Each thirty 
minute show isolates various products and installation techniques 
to educate the homeowner and ‘do it yourselfer’, and to bring the 
latest breakthroughs to the audience.  Tim Dickey, executive pro-
ducer for the show stated, “We were not even aware of the avail-
ability of Residential Sprinkler Systems.  Urban Fire came in and 
did the work, and we could not believe the speed and ease with 
which the systems were installed.  Home Fire Protection has to be 
one of the best new features and largest growth opportunities in 
the housing market that we have featured.”   
 
The segment shows the installation being done in the homes 
through the finish, as well as some questions and answers with 
Tom Prymak, Vice President of Marketing for Tyco Fire Products.  
The installations were completed using BlazeMaster (CPVC) pipe 
and fittings as manufactured by Tyco, and Tyco’s Residential Con-
cealed Sprinklers throughout the homes.  The program will be 
aired again in the spring, and will go into syndication on other net-

works later in the year.   
 
The segment can be viewed or por-
tions printed through the internet at 
www.MichaelHoligan.com. 
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The National 
Constitution Cen-
ter, the first-ever 
museum honoring 
and explaining the 
Constitution is cur-
rently being built. 
 
 The Center will be 
located in Philadel-
phia on Independ-
ence Mall, joining 
two of our nation's 
greatest symbols 
of freedom -  

Independence Hall and the Liberty 
Bell. The Center broke ground on Con-
stitution Day, September 17, 2000 
and will open July 4, 2003. The facility 
will be 160,000 square feet . 
 

Tyco Fire Products is proud to have 
the opportunity to be a part of this his-
toric and patriotic facility, located so 
close to our headquarters in Lansdale, 
PA , and happily agreed to donate ma-
terials for this project. Tyco’s goal for 
this building is to supply state of the 
art fire protection equipment for the 

NCC. Tyco realizes that this 
unique, high-profile and his-
toric facility will be available 
for all people for generations 
to come.  
 

Tyco Fire agreed to donate  all of the fire protection fit-
tings, hangers, valves and of course sprinkler heads for 
the entire facility. These products include basic upright 
and pendent sprinklers as well as extended coverage 
concealed sprinklers. The valves range anywhere from 
butterfly types to Dry Pipe valves, as well as Double-
Interlock Preaction versions. Additionally,  Allied Pipe and 
Tube of Tyco EPS , a sister division of Tyco Fire, agreed to 
donate all of the sprinkler piping required for the project. 
This included galvanized as well as ABF pipe, which has 
an anti-microbial internal 
coating. Lab testing has 
determined that with 
ABF coating, the piping 
has a  better resistance 
to microbiologically influ-
enced corrosion (MIC). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The fire sprinkler installation con-
tractor for the project is in yet another  Tyco division. 
SimplexGrinnell with Tyco Fire & Security has been 
working with Tyco Fire Products to ensure coordination 
of materials from the manufacturing plant to the job 
site.  “This has been a major but fun effort” stated 
Daniel Dedominic, a senior Tyco Fire Sales manager .  
 
“We have donated materials from no less than seven of 
our East Coast warehouses, to ensure the project stays 
on it’s schedule. Allied Tube has delivered truckloads of 
pipe”, declared Dedominic. Dan continues, “The team-
work involved from these locations and elsewhere in 
the Division cannot be overlooked.  I am really proud of 
these guys.” 
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Tyco Donates Materials For National Constitution Center 

Architect Sketch of Future NCC   

Key Project Personnel - Left to Right: 
Emily Bittenbender– NCC VP of Construction & Design 
John Kratzinger– Daniel Keating Project Manager  
Daniel M. DeDominic– Tyco Fire Products 
Dave Rupp– Hill International Project Director 
Simone Pucca-Fera– President, Puca-Fera Inc. 

Ceiling Framing for Grand Hall  

Future Grand Hall  

Framing for “ 
The American Experience”  

Future “The American Experience”  



Tyco Fire Creates Dry System Calculation Software 

Page 3 

Since the inclusion of sprinkler systems into com-
mercial environments, a recurring problem has 
occurred: how to produce a sprinkler system that 
works effectively in unheated areas where freezing 
is likely? The answer: a dry sprinkler system.   
What is a dry system? A dry sprinkler is used to 
provide fire protection in unheated areas such as 
commercial freezers, warehouses, parking ga-
rages - any such area where the piping system is 
exposed to low temperatures. The “dry” part of the 
system refers to the restriction of water to the line 
holding the sprinklers by a valve that is triggered 
only when the activation of the system is neces-
sary. 
 
James Golinveaux, Tyco Fire & Building Products’ 
senior vice president of research and develop-
ment, has outlined the problems facing these dry 
systems in the recently published white paper 
“Variables that Affect the Performance of Dry Pipe 
Systems.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golinveaux’s prior white paper, “The Use and 
Maintenance of Dry Type Sprinklers” was ex-
cerpted in the Fire Protection Contractor (FPC) 
magazine. 
 
 
As outlined in the white paper, the main issues fac-
ing dry systems are maintaining proper air and wa-
ter supply pressure, proper calculation of system 
capacity and piping configuration, as well as the 
orifice size and number of open sprinklers. When 
all these factors are considered, the main problem 
that faces a dry sprinkler system is having a readily 

available method for predicting the time required to de-
liver water to the test connection of the dry system. 
 
In order to address this issue, Tyco Fire & Building Prod-
ucts’ SprinkCAD TM division has announced an industry 
first: a program entitled “SprinkFDT TM”. This software 
program calculates the water delivery time to one or 
more open sprinklers on a dry type system.   
 
The system is capable of calculating one to nineteen 
open sprinklers in an area, and the output analysis 
shows the trip, transit, and steady flow times for the sys-
tem. The program will accept a variety of dry pipe valve 
trip ratios, and has the 
ability to add an accel-
erator at the dry valve. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“This is a true first for the fire sprinkler industry, and it 
should have the same impact on dry systems that hy-
draulic calculations have had within the industry”, stated 
Mike Mahomet, the business manager of the SprinkCAD 
group. 
 
 
 
 
Contact us on the Web at: www.tyco-fire.com for more 
information. 

 

 
 



 
Using the key in the exterior lock box, they entered 
the building and found the sprinkler operating in the 
kitchen. When they noticed the flames were being fu-
eled by natural gas under a grill, the firefighters called 
in another engine and quickly extinguished the re-
maining fire. The two crews shut off the main gas line 
into the building and the water to the sprinkler system.  
Investigators found that a natural-gas line was im-
properly reconnected to the grill after it had been 
cleaned.  
 
The gas was ignited by a pilot light, but the sprinkler 
controlled the fire so the overhead wet-chemical sys-
tem didn't activate. After a quick repair and inspection 
the next day, the restaurant was back in business. 
Losses were estimated at $5,000. 

(Reprinted from the NFPA Journal) 

A fire spread undetected for hours in concealed spaces in 
a large, four-story bed-and-breakfast inn, eventually de-
stroying it. It wasn't until flames broke through an interior 
wall, allowing smoke to enter the building and activate the 
smoke detectors, that the occupants became aware of the 
blaze. Everyone escaped safely, although property dam-
age is estimated at $1.4 million. 
 

The bed and breakfast 
was originally a barn with 
heavy wooden timbers 
and wood balloon-frame 
construction. Two exterior 
walls were stone. When it 
was converted into an inn, 

the renovations were also 
wood-framed. The roof 
deck was tin, covered with 
asphalt shingles. There 
were single-station 
smoke alarms in guest 
rooms and common ar-
eas.  
There were no sprinklers. 
(Reprinted from the NFPA Journal) 
 

DEC. 5, 2002—The Daily News Journal in Murfreesboro, 
Tenn. reported that firefighters removed water after a 
sprinkler extinguished a stove fire at Jenna Beck's Raiders 
Crossing apartment Monday on Hazelwood Drive.  
 
A sprinkler was credited Monday with preventing a stove 
fire from spreading to several Raiders Crossing apartments, 
Murfreesboro firefighters said.  
 
Resident Jenna Beck was cooking Monday afternoon 
when a fire started on the stove, said Capt. David Wade. 
The flames went up the wall. "The sprinkler kicked on and it 
put it right out," Wade said. "Sprinklers do work. If it hadn't 
been for the sprinkler, it could have been more than it was."  
 
One sprinkler stopped the fire immediately. Beck's apart-
ment and one other apartment sustained water damage. 
Fire Marshal Ken Honeycutt said firefighters returned 
about 10:30 p.m. Monday to an unidentified resident's first 
floor apartment where unattended cooking started a sec-
ond fire at the same complex.  
 
"The sprinkler head went off and put the fire out," 
Honeycutt said. "It's unbelievable to have two fires in the 
same complex in one day."  
(Reprinted from FPC  Magazine) 

 
A restaurant that was closed for the night suffered 
minor damage when a single sprinkler controlled 
a natural-gas kitchen fire. The fire marshal later 
stated that the sprinklers and other required fire pro-
tection features allowed the firefighters into the 
building quickly by detecting the fire's presence, 
keeping it to a manageable size, and notifying the 
authorities.  
 
The single-story, steel-framed building had metal 
walls and a built-up roof. In addition to the wet-pipe 
sprinkler system, which was monitored by a central 
station alarm company, the building had a full-
coverage smoke- and heat-detector system and a 
hood system installed over the cooking areas. 
Firefighters received a water-flow alarm for the res-
taurant at 2:17 a.m. and arrived seven minutes later.  

Fire Sprinklers Never Sleep –  Fire Stories 
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1– Two Fires Doused by Sprinklers 

2– Sprinkler Controls Natural-Gas Fire  

3– Fire Destroys Bed and Breakfast  



     Your state’s Voluntary Replacement Program Statistics are 
attached to this Newsletter.  The Statistics for the VRP are state 
and Program specific.  You may distribute these statistics or this 
news letter to your constituents.  We encourage you to pass 
along the information contained in this newsletter and the posi-
tive progress that is being made in the VRP.  

 

This product will be available in March 2003. Contact us 
on the Web at: www.tyco-fire.com for more information. 

Tyco Fire announced the availability of a new electronic accel-
erator for its dry pipe systems.  The new electronic accelerator 
eliminates the set-up and maintenance problems that have  
been associated with mechanical accelerators. The new accel-
erator guarantees that the associated dry pipe valve will trip 
within three seconds if installed properly. Developed in a joint 
effort with Potter Electronics, the accelerator consists of a 
modified pressure switch and control panel.  It has been listed 
and approved for use with the existing Tyco DPV-1 dry pipe 
valve by Underwriters Laboratories and Factory Mutual.   
 
Unlike mechanical accelerators, resetting the accelerator is 
simply a matter of hitting a re-set on the accelerator control 

panel.  “The combination of the new DPV-1 dry valve line, the 
new electronic accelerator, and our SprinkFDT (dry system 
water delivery program) gives Tyco Fire Products the best dry 
system package in the industry”, states Tom Prymak, VP of 
Marketing.  The accelerator is being sold as a packaged unit 
and includes the  panel and trim for Tyco’s dry pipe valves.   
 

Tyco Fire Develops New “Electronic 
Accelerator”  for use Dry Pipe Systems 

Tyco Fire Products L.P. 
451 North Cannon Avenue 
Lansdale, PA  19466 
 
Phone:  800-523-6512 
                215-362-0700 
Fax:       215-362-5385 
 
 

Remember State Fire Marshal, Your 
VRP Statistics Are Attached ... 

Tyco Fire Attends National Home Show 

Drawing over 100,000 visitors to 
the Las Vegas Convention Center 
from January 21st through 24th, the 
annual National Builders’ Show in 
Las Vegas featured multiple residen-
tial fire protection exhibits among 
the latest home creations.  The Resi-
dential Fire Protection exhibits fea-
tured BlazeMaster (CPVC) pipe and 
fittings at both the Noveon and Tyco 

Fire Protection booths, as well as a complete fire sprinkler 
(NFPA #13D) installation in one of the homes that were 
constructed outside the exhibit hall.  The installation was 
coordinated by the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition and was a 
main feature of the show. 
 
The Tyco Fire Products’ booth displayed the newly re-designed 
residential sprinkler line that has been recently introduced by Tyco 
Fire Products to meet the revised flow requirements of the NFPA 
#13, 2002 Code.  In addition, the Tyco booth featured BlazeMas-
ter pipe and fittings, and a residential PBS video that spotlights 
residential fire protection.  The five minute segment is being 
broadcast in prime time on PBS television affiliates throughout the 
country. 
 
The amount of interest from the Builders was tremendous Tyco 
representatives were constantly questioned about fire sprinklers, 
their operation, cost, aesthetics, installation requirements, and 
other concerns by the Builders.  The Builders showed an accep-
tance of the sprinklers and the life saving benefits, and indicated 
that they realized that if the codes in their respective area did not 
require sprinklers, they fully anticipated changes in the future that 
would require the installation.  Several builders indicated that they 
are already offering fire sprinklers to their customers as options on 
the homes and many requested supporting literature and informa-
tion. The attitude is completely changed from the mindset of only 
two or three years ago.   
 


